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e D READER will look in wain for
= 1+ . wformalion about the cdition,

21y given in book ™ reviews. In ihis
.articular  article’ we  shall speak  of
+ . Lat was not printed in the 'book un~
_-roveview, since what” was -printed
..vs not deserve 1o be reviewed.
_ut a paradox. It is what really hap-

t N

Reinhard Cehlen's memoirs  in

Lnglish™ language.

the " history of

pers  printed with, ‘a’ great deal of

pre.,xdunt of the Federal Intelligence

1971}, When the book itself appeared,

the date of printing, etc:, that is usu~

Jtis -

ballyhoo excerpts from the memoirs of-
Cehlen, énetime chiel of the spy orga~-
nization set tip’in West Germany after
thé"war by the Americans and later -

psened (after the 'publication of ex-spy- -
the

" Let us first make an excursion into
this autobiograpbical”
ma»terplcce Last ‘September West Ger-
man press magnate Springer's noewspa- -

-

" Service {see New Times No. 38 'for

it turned out that the Springer mountain -

s had brought forth a mouse. There was*-

qnothing in the book apart from dubi-
ous self-exaltation and primitive anti-
coxﬁmumst propaganda. © The ~ world
press gualified
 as a propaganda stunt in support of the

_Wa:_; trying wita might and main Lo
“prevent the collapse of the anti-com-
munist myths co.xcocted in lhe Adenauer
era,

There were

led to become a best seller. Some

anti-Soviet  setsations, like

Publishing,

had:.been publithed in German,... .

of Gehlen's mermoirs was told me by’
David Irving, a British journalist spe-

1I, World Publishing had engaged him

“interesting® facts- and at the same
time to style-edit the translation. To do
that, Irving went to “West Germany.
The former. "supprspy" granted him se-
veral interviews. at his villa on the

The "story of the American version’

cializing in the history of World Wat '

the ex-General's book -

"Christian Democratic Opposition whxch':

not. very many wb_ol.
swallowed- Gehlin's bait—the book fai-

nevertheless did, particularly American X
‘publishers who have a penchant for.’
World |,
which paid Gehlen over .
1.5 million marks even before his book .

to “enrich” Gehlen's - book with some .. .

shore of Lake Starnberger, lrving did -

his best, wilh the result that the book:
became much thicker. But:when the
proofs were sent Lo the West German
Federal Intelligence Service, its chiefs
were horrified: Gehlen -had blabbed
about many things that were supposed

to be top-secret. And so whole pages’
and not only-paragraphs were. deleted |
on the Instructions of censors from the-|"
Irving |-
. showed me was. already ‘devoid of those

American  version.  The  hook.

plquant details, o oe.

Books, they say, have lheu‘ de tmi'cs.
The pages deleted from-the American

version of Gehlen's- memoirs-had them |

too. They found their way-—God knows
how!—t0 'the 'editors, 'of the Hamburg
Spiegel who made public what, was
supposed to Temain secret, What exact-
ly?¢

In the German original of his mes:
moirs, Gehlen. affirmed that his spy
organization dealt only with foreign

affairs., He swore that. “German politi-

cians were never spied upon” when he
was -in charge. In his talks with
Irving, however, the erstwhile General

was more ouispoken: the Federal Intel-.

lipenée Service spied on-West German
politicians, he said, particularly those
who refused to abide by cold-war ca-
nons. In 1988, for instance, he ordered

his agents to keep an eye on Lgon
the rank of

Bahr, a- -diplomat with
special énvoy and a confidant of the
‘then Foreign - Minister’ Willy Brandt.
More or ‘less the same was done in
relation to another of Brandt's con-
fidants—journalist - Leo Bauer.
.had in fact asked his colleagues from

the U.S. Federal Burcau of I[nvestiga+”

tion to help collect “material” about

Bauer s pasl .

The revelations were hard)y surpris-
ing, for the whole world knew that the
Gehlen organization was interfering in
the internal affairs of the Federal Re-
public. But the former.spy .General
made definitely clear what line the
Federal Intelligence Service was follows
ing when. he was in charge, Geblen,
who was working for the Christian De-
mocratic Union when he sought to com-
promise Egon DBahr .in 1968, naturally
is only too ready to help the CDU-to
the: best -of his ability today.. .s-

" Gehlen’

- khe means,

Another interesting thi.ng he blabbed

. Jout to Irving was his aclivity in the
‘Middle East, When the Ceran version

ol .Gehlen's memoirs was put out last

~ butumn, British publ‘xcist L. H. Cook- /
* fidgetolda London news confercnce that
" [Gehlen had kept quict about many- ‘of-

his doings in the Middle East, At'tha

s beginning of Vihc 1950s, -he sald, Gehlen

had _'sought fo influence Lgypt's policy.
For that purpose he sent several for-

‘ner prominent- §S-men there with ine
. Jstructions to worm their way into the'
Eg);ptian intelligence service and polica
".",'land use them to influence Cuxros fora~.
lign pohcy \Nhen the atlempt failed,

Gehlen began to help the Israeli intel-

.'.".hZence service to smugglc spics into’
|the United "Arab Republic. C

Coo}.ndges expose was corroborated
by Gehlen himself, - the American
version of bis memoirs he said that tho
Central Intelligence Agency and Allen
ljulles, its- director at that time, had
asked him. to concentrate.on the Mid:
dle East, and so he sent several former.
SS “Iuehrers" there, But, Gehlen con-
tinued, "after the Suez war in 1959,
we Ppaid particular - attention to the .
Israclis, We gave ‘them expert advice

fon the development - of their small hut

efficient secrét service. We shared our

“lexperience with them and helped them-

infiltzrate sp'ies into " Arab . countries.™

Like the German edition, the Arnéﬁ-
can” version of Gehlen's memoirs s un-
doubtedly designed to fan up the em-+
bers of the cold war. That is why the
retired “superspy” has decided to spill,
the beans. The author of the. Splegel
hrticle, however, writes that Gehlen's
former . Federal Intelligence Servic'e.
colleagues see another reason for his
butspokenness—his desire to make the
E‘ngl'ish-language versiox{‘.‘a financial
Fuccess. Well, the first "reason docs
jiot -Tule out the. second, and vice
versa. With Gehlen, the end - justifies-
especmlly whcn it ls a

fuestion of money.

' LEY BI‘ZYMENS}(‘E’
New Times Correspondent in-Bonm
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